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IsLamanan—Gender Justice
through Musalihat Anjumans -
conventionat regime for demes-
tie disputes resolution is gaining
popularity for its efficacy to-
witrds realizing noble ends
within local norms,

The project of Musalihat
Anjumans is being implemented
by Local Government and Rural
Development Ministry in col-
laboration with the United Ma-
tons Development Programme
{UNDP) in 20 selected districts
of the country.

Total cost af the project i
5144 million snd it would be ex-
ecuted from year 2007-11, Ma-
tional Project Director of the

There gre total 17034 Musalihat
Anjumans (MAz), working in 20
districts of the country.

Yittims of*social infustices
report to these Anjumnans {pan-
efs]) for its swift and inexpensive
Justice, redemption from red-

l1npi5m and officialdom thus all

project Rine Akhiar told APE

this contribute o & greater trans-
parency, headded.

These Musalihat Anjumans
are most effective in eradicating
comman secial issues and rezo-
lution of local disputes such as
domestic violence, matrimonial
disputes, child abuse and va-
grancy, forced beggary of fe-
males and disabled persons, ex-
clusion of femates from inherit-
ance, marriage to Quran, barter
marriages, Swara, Wani, Zhagh
fassefting ownership over
women of the enemy iribe),
Toreed marciages and human teaf-
ficking, forced labor, public in-
sult, assault and degradation of
females, sexual harassment,
dowry disputes arising after di-
vorce, disputés relating to water
eourses and petty financial dis-
pule, cic.

The official said Musalihat
Anjumsn, 95 its name reflects, is
a community-based informal in-
axpentiveand effective mgans to-
wards dispensing justice

A Musalibat Anjuman com-
prises of ‘o panel of three
Musaleheen (impartial persons)
including a women o resolve s-
sues through- mediation, arbitra-
tion or recencilialion. Anyonecan
approach MA of his/bhor own
umen eeunct] (U'C) regarding any
of the issues given below and
other related mallets.

Cases to MA can also be re-
ferrod through courls, eleciod rep-
resentatives, palicy and any other
government of non-governmend
organizalions.

Musaleheen assist and en-
courage disputing partics 1o iden-
Lily their issues, minimize misun-
derstandings, explore areas. of
compromise snd generate options
it on attempt to resolve the dis-
pute amicably. They also attempt
I ensurg proper communication
ol the views of the parlies teeach
other, ussess risks and encourage
vc}luumry daspute resolution.

Al the cases brought into the
notice of MAS are properly docu-

MusahhaﬁAnjuman. Conventional
forum for domestic disputes resolution

mented and shared with stake-
holders (parties o the dispute),
including relevant police sta-
tions. These resolutions adopied
by Mussleheen are validated and
aceepled by both partics,

Mehfooz Jan, o household
saidd, “People of our locality ap-
prodch committee (Musalihel
Anjlmin) whepever dispute
takes place betwesn wile and
hushand, especially, the mem-
bers of the committes are awarne
abroint the social stats and wal-
uzz-of the two parties.”

Ghairat Khaleon was the
view, “Thanks 1o thege
Anjumans, now | am living
peacefully with my spacse after
protrecied ardeal",

Irshad Watieed Chaodhry, a
councitlor said one of the ingin
reasons for the popularity of
the Musalibat Anpdman Project
was that these panels did not
include palitical figieres wha
could usually influsnce the de-
vision.—A PP Fealure
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' Musalihat
Anjumans gaining
popularity

Iskrmahaed

Gender justice throwg Musalihat
Anjumans - eanventional regime
Far domastic dispures reselution -
is giining popstlarity for irs 67
cacy wiwards reafising nohle snds
within local norms.

The project of Musaiiat Anju.
Imins is being jmplenented by
loeal governntent and Rurst De-
velopiient Ministry in collabog-
thon with the Uniled Nations D
velopmant Programme (LNDE) in
] sutected digiricts of the enon.
e

Total eost of the project s
ST A4 millian and it woukd be cxe-
cutest front year 2007-11, Na-
tioni] Progeet Digector of the pro.
Ject Rinz Akhtar told APH There
are fofal [054. Musatibat Anjo-
mans L MAS). warking in 20 dis-
triets of the country,

Victims of social inpstices re:
perl to these anjumasns | paiels;
for s swift and inexpensive jus-
tice, rédemption from red-tapism
aned nfficialdom thus all tis oo
tribte to u greater {ransparency,
v addest,

These musalihad anfimans are
minst ¢ffective in eradicating com-
Inon social issies and resalution
of Wend disputes suely ag damestic
violenoe, matrimania) dispotes,
chifd abise and vagrancy, forced
begginry of females and disabled
persons, exclusion of females
from inhecimnee, marriage Lo
Cluran, birter niarmages, Swa,
Wi, Zhagh (asserting ownership
over women of the enemy Lritie),
farced| marriages aned humon traf-
ficking, forced Tahour, public in-
-sale, assmtand degradation of fe-
males, sexual Inrassment, dowry
ilispates arising after diveree, dis-
putes relatime e water courses
ant peny financlal dispute, vie,

The afficil ssid musalilat an-
Jwman, az 15 g rellocts, is 5
camnmnity-based inforal inex-
pEnsiee and effective niEns -
wirds dispensing jrstice,

A mugalihol apjuman coimn-
prises of 0 panel of three mxsnli
leen {imgaitial persnns} inchil-
g women oo resolve issaes
throngh meadintion, arbitration or
recanciliatinn

Anyove can approach Mo of
Hisfher own union councl (LE)
regarding any of the issues given
below aiel neher related matren

Caxes to MA van alvo be re-
ferred thrnugh coorts, elected
representatives, policy and any
ol gEvernnienl ar nemn-govern-
ment nrganisalions

Winsaletesn assist aaid enconr
age dismiling parties to ldeniify
their issaecs, minimise oisunder
standings, cxplore sreas of come
frenise and generate options in
an attempl to resobve the dispate
amicably — APP
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